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By Staff Reporter
thwese Developments and Twin
City Development opened a
R240-million Thulamahashe

Mall in Bushbuckridge, Mpumalanga on
Thursday 25th October 2018. The event
was graced by many activities amongst
them was the presence of the Executive
Mayor Bushbuckridge Local Municipality
Cllr Sylvia Nxumalo, the ZCC Brass Band,
Executive Mayor of Waterberg Municipality
and many others.

The partnership between Nthwese
Developments and Twin City Development
is expected to create an economic upswing
in the rural community, explained Nthwese
Developments Managing Director Seabelo
Theledi.

The development has a gross leasable
area of 18,500m’ and is well positioned
in Thulamahashe a village that feeds the
north-eastern Bushbuckridge area in
Mpumalanga. Theledi also said that the
company was able to deliver the project in
about 13 months.

The mall will be anchored by South African
retailers Shoprite and Superspar, with the
former already ready to trade. As part of
boosting rural economy the mall comprises
of 8% smaller local retailers, with the other
92% being national retailers.

“Our retailers are confident that the centre
will have a high level of foot traffic and
trading density, given the nature of the area,
which is severely underserviced in terms
of retail facilities and bulk infrastructure.
During the course of the development, the
partners factored in bulk infrastructure,
such as sewer, electricity and roads, and
have upgraded some of this infrastructure

for the benefit of the community”.

“We have embarked on a very

inclusive process in this development,
ensuring that theres as much
community participation as possible.
Unemployment is a big issue in the area
and such development brings relief in
terms of job creation and sustainability,”
said Theledi.
Theledi thanked the role of the
government and its partner Twin City
Development, various stakeholders and
the community of Thulamahashe for all
the efforts in making this a success.

“Bushbuckridge local Municipality
is one of the municipalities with
high  unemployment rate.  The

implementation of this development

The newly built Thulamahashe Mall

will help in improving the lives of many
people in Bushbuckridge and will also
help in creating job opportunities,
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... The implementation
of this development will
help in improving the
lives of many people in
Bushbuckridge and will
also help in creating job

opportunities,...”

because whenever people are employed
the Mayor won't have to worry about
jobs. So as Bushbuckridge Local

Municipality we want to thank Nthwese
and Twin City development for this
new structure. It will continue to stir
economic growth in our municipality,
we also call upon other investors to
come and work with us in building a
better community for our people,” said
Executive Mayor of Bushbuckridge
Sylvia Nxumalo.

The development will also contribute
towards employment and business
opportunities for local communities.
This project will build on successes
achieved during the construction
phase, with an estimated 600 jobs
already created, 350 of which are
permanent.

South African cities are making
significant strides in improving

area of Trading Across Borders,
the report measures four of

lowest performer in this area in
2015 to best performer now; the

areas. They perform on par with
or close to most high-income

Moreover, the undertaking
represents the country’s

the ease of doing business, a
report by the World Bank Group
has found.

The report, Doing Business in
South Africa 2018, was released
by the World Bank this week
at an event at the National

Treasury.
The report is the second edition
of the subnational Doing

Business series in South Africa.
The first edition was published in
2015. The reports are produced
by the World Bank Group at the
request of National Treasury,
as part of the Cities Support
Programme.

Cities studied were Buffalo
City, Cape Town, Ekurhuleni,
eThekwini, Johannesburg,
Mangaung, Msunduzi, Nelson
Mandela Bay and Tshwane.
“They are assessed on five Doing
Business areas: Dealing with
Construction Permits, Getting
Electricity, Registering Property,
Enforcing  Contracts  and
Trading Across Borders. In the

South Africa’s maritime ports
- Cape Town, Durban, Ngqura,
and Port Elizabeth,” the World
Bank Group said in a statement.
The report notes that even

though there were marked
improvements, the pace of
reforms were slow in the
last three years. Cape Town,
eThekwini, Johannesburg,

Mangaung and Nelson Mandela
Bay metros had implemented
reforms.

Four of the reforms improved
the conditions for businesses to
obtain electricity while another
made it easier to transfer
property, the report found.
“Although ~ reforms  have
been few, where they were
implemented, the results have
been striking. Mangaung, for
example, automated municipal
processes that have halved
the time needed to transfer
property, from just over seven
weeks to three weeks. As a result,
Mangaung has moved from

report notes.

“Efforts by South African
locations to reduce the time, cost
and complexity of bureaucratic
processes that can hinder
private enterprise are a welcome
step in the right direction,” said
Pilar Salgado Otonel, Program
Manager of the Subnational
Doing Business Unit at the
World Bank. He added that this
could be improved by better
collaboration between national
and local authorities.

This, he said, would go along way
in expanding the scope of future
local reforms and putting in
place a regulatory environment
that allows businesses and
entrepreneurship to flourish.
The report finds that no metro
did equally well across all areas
measured and all had different
strengths.

“Overall South African locations
are relatively competitive in
the time needed to complete
regulatory processes in three

economies in time to obtain
construction approvals, transfer
property and enforce contracts,”
the report found. However,
challenges remain, especially in
reducing costs and streamlining
processes.

The report notes that the
National Treasury is supporting
Invest SAs lead in working
with the relevant national
and provincial departments
and government agencies to
simplify and speed up the
processes involved in starting a
business. The Department was
also assisting in the registering
of property, dealing with

construction  permits, and
trading across borders.
“This  report helps South

Africa take its pulse amid
efforts to improve conditions
for entrepreneurs over the
last three years. It specifically
identifies ~ which initiatives
have been successful and

where  constraints  remain.

commitment to strengthening
its business climate. Given the
new presidential investment
agenda, the time is ripe to use
these results to promote smart
regulation in favour of business,’
said Paul Noumba Um, World
Bank Country Director for
South Africa.

Speaking at the event, Deputy
Finance ~ Minister =~ Mondli
Gungubele welcomed the report,
saying city governments need to
properly understand how to use
the levers they have to promote
local economic activity.

“These levers are effective
local service delivery, fast and
effective spatial planning, land
use management and building
controls, and responsiveness
to the needs of local business,”
he said, adding that the
metros performance directly
affects economic growth and
development in the cities. -
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